


One of Louis Vuitton’s latest Objets Nomades is a giant bulb in trium-
phant yellow, bursting with energy. It is the Campana brothers’ The 
Bulbo, “ready to open up and therefore a bearer of positivity. Actually, 
we have interpreted it as a metaphor for optimism for the future, in 
a tomorrow we hope will be more respectful to the planet,” explains 
Humberto Campana. He admits, “whenever I work for Louis Vuitton, I 
feel myself maturing as a designer. It is a great school for us.”

The Campana Brothers



The Bulbo allows one person to comfortably 
stretch out, or it can be a cozy seat for two. 
Fine leather adorns the outer sides, in the 
same hue as its lavishly soft fabric lining. The 
layered petals form the chair’s shape, giving 
one the sense of being cuddled by an exotic 
flower. There was such a stampede to obtain 
the item as soon as it appeared that it has 

sold out in various LV stores - this despite a 
steep price tag of € 90,000. Other items pro-
posed by the Campana Bros for LV include 
the Bomboca puzzle, in fluorescent yellow and 
other new colours and materials, and the sus-
pended Cocoon armchair, exploding in bird of 
paradise colours, or covered with fire engine 
red fake fur.

The Bulbo



Humberto and Fernando form one of the most 
celebrated couples in the world of design. In 
1983 they established their Estudio Campana 
in San Paolo, Brazil, and have been producing 
coveted furniture and objects ever since. Many 
of their creations have come to be iconic, like 
the Favela and the Vermelha chairs. The latter, 

conceived as a work of art, was designed in 
1993 for a San Paolo gallery and has become 
an object of cult design, signed Edra. The two 
brothers perfectly complement one another. 
All things futuristic and technological capti-
vate Fernando, while Humberto feels an in-
tense connection to the land and tradition. He 

The Vermelha chair (for Edra) is an iconic piece



Campana Brothers built the first 
Favela Chair in the early 1990s. It is at 

Metropolitan Museum of Art (NY)



explains, “When they asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up, 
I replied that I wanted to be an indigenous of the Amazon. In actu-
al fact, from being in the countryside where I grew up among trees 
and animals, I found myself in the chaotic, fascinating and colourful 
São Paulo studying jurisprudence. Without great results, I admit. I 
was only a lawyer for a few months. I was absolutely mediocre. I felt 
a desire to create with my hands. I repeated it to myself like a mantra. 
So, I began with some sculptures and my architect brother Fernando 

Vermelha Wrap-around armchair 
with steel frame. Chair created 

by the overlapping of hundreds 
of twists of about five hundred 

meters of special rope with 
acrylic core, on the base frame.



decided to give them functionality. We start-
ed with chairs and researched materials we 
wanted to ennoble, giving them a second 
life.” In fact, the Estudio Campana’s objec-
tive is “to bring different artisan peculiarities 
to the design dimension. We observe what 
various people inside a single population do 
every day, with a wonderful dignity applied 
to necessity.” The result is a distinctive array 
of articles, oozing in playfulness and burst-
ing with joy and Carioca exuberance.

The Campana brothers’ talent has trans-
formed Brazilian design, taking it to an un-
expected level. Their creations have won 
them a collection of awards and are dis-
played in some of the most important mu-
seums in the world. From the MoMA in New 
York to the Center George Pompidou and 
the Musée Les Arts Décoratifs in Paris; the 
Museum of Modern Art in São Paulo and 
the Vitra Design Museum of Weilam Rhein. 
They have also started important collabo-
rations with prestigious brands like Alessi, 
Artemide, Baccarat, Bernardaud, Bisazza, 
Corsi Design, Edra, Fendi, Ghidini 1961, H. 
Stern, Lasvit, Lacoste, Louis Vuitton, Melissa, 
Nodus, Skitch, Venini, Vibram. 

Cocoon by Fernando & 
Humberto Campana
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Decidedly prolific artists, these brothers also produce their own line 
of numbered limited editions, as well as one of a kind pieces made 
in collaboration with artisan communities and NGOs. They are de-
fenders of slow design, meaning creations made with artisanal know-
how and craftsmanship, which must also incorporate a dexterity 
that is “compatible with the needs of the planet”, adds Humberto 
Campana. He continues, “at the start of our career we worked with 
low cost and waste material because we could not afford the expen-
sive type, but now our use of strictly recycled objects and material is 
a deliberate choice motivated by our concern for the environment.”

The Campana Brothers



The Bulbo Chair. Is the  the Campana 
Brothers newest contribution to the 
LouisVuitton Objets Nomades.


