


If you’re sked to think of an icon of pure genius, Leonardo da Vinci more 
than likely comes to mind. An artist, scientist, engineer, and architect, he 
was also a pioneer in design. And though his roots were in Tuscany, for 
twenty years he was active in Milan. It is only fitting that the 500-year 
anniversary of his death be commemorated at the 58th edition of Milan’s 
2019 Salone del Mobile: the illustrious fair dedicated to furniture and in-
terior design. Leonardo’s name will be the connecting thread of this cel-
ebrated event. Starting April 9, 2019, and ending on April 14, the fair con-
sists of more than 205,000 square metres of exhibition space and over 
2,350 exhibitors, of which 550 are designers at the SaloneSatellite.



Also, 34 per cent of the companies are foreign (excluding 
SaloneSatellite), which gives Salone del Mobile a decidedly inter-
national edge. Top firms in the field come together from around 
the globe to display their finest wares, making it a sublime amal-
gamation of quality, technology, grace, and creativity. From clas-
sic to modern style, from design of the future to timeless luxury, 
the show combines business and culture, making the design and 
furnishing history of yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

AQUA - Leonardo’s Vision 
is a site-specific immersive 
experience conceived by 
Marco Balich.



On the wave of Leonardo’s genius, this 
year the focus is on creativity, know-how 
and, of course, innovation. At the fair prop-
er, the DE-SIGNO project is dedicated to 
the Renaissance mental giant, presenting 
an evocative narrative about the artist and 
his relationship to contemporary Italian de-
sign. AQUA will be presented in the heart 
of the city: an immersive experience pro-
duced by Balich Worldwide Shows. One of 
the most intriguing segments of the event 
will be Euroluce, the fair’s reference point 
for the world of lighting. It consists of over 
38,100 square metres of exhibition space 
and 421 exhibitors (roughly 48 per cent for-
eign). Another compelling exhibition will be 
the Workplace3.0, with 52 exhibiting com-
panies that recall the social transformation 
of work: a flexible, permeable, and dynamic 
space open to professional sharing and net-
working, along with other daily activities. 
Then there is the SaloneSatellite, which is a 
special space dedicated to 550 designers 
and recent graduates of international de-
sign schools. 

DE-SIGNO is an immersive 
installation that will marry the 

languages of film and theatrical 
scenography in an inclusive and 

exciting way.



The absolute novelty this year is the S. Project. 
Situated in two pavilions, prestigious guests ex-
plore the theme of interior design and decoration, 
creating a multifaceted space where designers, 
retailers, and companies are able to dialogue.

The last edition of Salone del Mobile 
saw 434,509 visitors from 188 countries. 



AQUA by Marco Balich celebrates the 
originality and visionary depth of the 
Leonardo’s scientific studies.



And last but by no means least, there is the Fuorisalone. Tending 
to be like a frame that outshines the painting, it is a series of hap-
penings scattered around the city. Theatres, palazzos, and oth-
er public and private venues open their doors for various func-
tions, often organized by upscale brands, like Swarovski, Louis 
Vuitton, Cartier, and Audi.

This year, for the first time 
ever, the Milan Furniture Fair 

will open with a concert at 
Teatro alla Scala in Milan.



Each year the Salone del Mobile gets 
better and better. At the last edition 
the turnout was increased by 26 per 
cent compared to the previous year, 
with 434,509 visitors from 188 coun-
tries. 500 thousand people invaded the 
city to participate in the 1,367 events 
of the six-day Milan Design Week. It is 
estimated that 23 thousand businesses 
and 150 thousand employees were in-
volved, with 38 million euros entering 
the coffers of hoteliers. Having become 
a central and indispensable appoint-
ment for the international furniture and 
design scene, the Salone del Mobile is 
an Italian victory, but above all, it is a 
victory for Milan: a gem of a city that 
continues to reaffirm its international 
vocation.
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