


The American Jeff Bezos is worth US$ 131 billion, making him the richest man 
in the world. His countrymen, Bill Gates and Warren Buffett follow behind, with 
assets of US$ 96.5 and US$ 82.5 billion, respectively. This stars and stripes 
trio would suggest that the United States is the country with the highest den-
sity of billionaires, and in fact this is the case. There are currently 609 to be 
exact. And this in a year in which - according to Forbes - there are 55 fewer 
than last year. Moreover, of the 2,153 billionaires that exist in the world today, 
994 of them (46 per cent) have less wealth than they had last year.



Wealth-X Billionaire Census 2019 reports that several glob-
al factors have contributed to this decline in global wealth. 
These include a slowdown in global growth, persistent trade 
tensions, and a late-year slump in equity markets. In addition, 
a related strengthening of the US dollar encouraged capital 
outflows from emerging markets, which triggered currency 
volatility and risk aversion.
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The billionaire crisis has been seen in China, Europe, and 
the Middle East. The numbers have not dropped, however, 
in the United States and Brazil. North America is the sole re-
gion where the billionaire population has actually increased. 
Among the top cities, San Francisco is the area with the high-
est number of billionaires per inhabitant, with one billionaire 
for every 11,600 residents. In absolute terms, however, New 
York has the largest number of billionaires, arriving at 105.

Jeff Bezos



How did the mega-wealthy get so mega-
wealthy? Well, 55.8 per cent of billionaires 
are self-made, while the wealth of 13 per cent 
was entirely inherited. Then there are 30.9 
per cent who inherited great fortunes and in-
creased their capital through savvy financial 
activities.

The crew of Richie Riches has been joined by 
195 newcomers, the wealthiest of the bunch 
being Colin Huang, founder of the Chinese 
retailer Pinduoduo. Then there are Daniel Ek 
and Martin Lorentzon from Spotify; James 
Monsees and Adam Bowen of Juul Labs; 
Daniel Lubetzky of the Kind Bar.



Kylie JennerAt 21 years of age, Kylie Jenner is the youngest self-made 
billionaire woman in the world. Her wealth is attributed to 
the launch of her make-up line, Kylie Cosmetics. Jenner put 
it on the market in 2015, starting with a lip kit that includ-
ed a liquid lipstick and a matching pencil. In one year, she 
earned 630 million dollars, and last year her beauty busi-
ness was valued at 900 million.



A chief passion or hobby among billionaires 
is philanthropy. There are even those for 
whom the not-for-profit sector becomes a 
primary industry; once they have secured 
their fortunes, 4.8 per cent of billionaires 
make a full-time transition to building a 
philanthropic legacy. Bill Gates, for exam-
ple, has donated more than 40 billion dol-
lars over the last 20 years, making him the 

most generous benefactor on the planet. In 
2010, he and Warren Buffet launched Giving 
Pledge, in order to encourage other billion-
aires to donate at least half of their wealth 
to charitable initiatives. Bezos has launched 
a charity fund with an initial investment of 
two billion dollars with the aim of helping 
the homeless and offering adequate educa-
tion to poor children.
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