


Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman - 
also known as the power behind the throne - is 
preparing the country for a post-oil future. He 
is promoting the cultural revolution that has 
Vision 2030 as its slogan, and corresponds 
to 64 billion US dollars earmarked for cul-
ture and entertainment. Thus, in Saudi Arabia, 
theatres, auditoriums and cultural venues are 
about to be built; a ferment of ideas and pro-
jects that allows hidden jewels to come to the 
fore. The case of the archaeological site of 

Madain Saleh, near the city of Al-Ula, a cen-
tre built two thousand years ago when it was 
dug into the rock as the most notorious twin 
Petra, in Jordan. Al-Ula, in a remote north-
western corner of the country is a testimony 
to the level reached by the ancient Nabatean 
civilization. The highlight of the site are the 
graves dug into the pink sandstone, which at 
sunrise and sunset take on enchanting shades 
and have now been restored in collaboration 
with a French delegation of archaeologists. 

In 1993, UNESCO designated MATERA the ‘Citta dei Sassi’ (City of 
Stone) with its exquisite rock-hewn churches a world heritage site.



Al-Ula has been chosen as a tourist destination, and will help to 
achieve the goal of the Saudi’s Crown Prince.  HRH Mohammed bin 
Salman intends to make Saudi Arabia one of the top ten tourist des-
tinations in the world. The government, along with a French cultural 
partnership, has already begun financing infrastructure at al-Ula. It 
is estimated that Al-Ula will attract millions of visitors to a gamut of 
luxury resorts, designed by archistars of the calibre of Jean Nouvel, 
the man who signed the Abu Dhabi Louvre in the Gulf. The Sharan 
Resort will include an expansive nature reserve and luxury resort, 

SEXSTANTIO 
An imposing and spectacular 

160 m2 cave with a wide 
layout. It features 7 m high 

walls and two large adjoining 
“Groton” (big caves)



Matera, Sextantio. 
The restoration works involved the most ancient part of the 
Sassi, the Civita, almost exclusively characterized by caves, 
some of them quite sizable, overlooking the Gravina, with 
very few notable architectural features.



among amenities: 5 villas, 40 residential estates, and 25 bedroom suites, 
all expected to be built by 2023. Jean Nouvel has revealed that his plans 
are inspired by the surroundings, both the natural rock formations and the 
unique architecture carved by the nabataeans.

In the meantime, The Royal Commission for Al-Ula (RCU) has entered into 
a partnership with Aman, the world’s leading hotel and resort brand. Aman 
will develop their first three properties in Al-Ula: three distinct luxury re-
sorts of architectural excellence including a tented camp, a resort near 
Al-Ula’s spectacular heritage areas, and a third development as a desert 
ranch-style resort. Design work is expected to start in the coming months, 
with the first hotel to open in 2023.

SEXTANTIO
Better known as the 
Bridal Suite, this is the 
only multi-level cave.



Encouraged by Petra’s success, it happens that other stone - 
and sometimes “lost” - cities are exerting great charm attract-
ing capital. In the case of Italian Matera, this year’s European 
capital of culture as well as one of several locations used by 
the James Bond franchise for its forthcoming No Time to Die. 
In 1993 the town was granted UNESCO World Heritage Site 
status as the most outstanding, intact example of a troglodyte 
settlement in the Mediterranean region. There are several ho-
tels located within the old caves, including the Sextantio Le 
Grotte della Civita.  It’s a sophisticated design hotel launched 
by Daniele Kihlgren, who is of Swedish and Italian origin. His 
project is an example of economic sustainability: it produces 

SEXSTANTIO
Τhis once sacred space 
becomes a dining room



 Luxury hotel group Aman 
is set to make its Middle 

Eastern debut in Saudi 
Arabia, opening three 

eco-focused resorts in the 
kingdom’s historic Al-Ula.

wealth while respecting the environment and local culture. Kihlgren 
has started a conservative restoration that does not eliminate imper-
fection, instead it exalts it through the preservation of a particular and 
original piece of history. The 18 rooms are sober, with an ancient and 
refined minimalism, reminiscent of those black and white films ded-
icated to the Middle Ages. A few meters away, there is an excellent 
Michelin-starred restaurant.



Saudi Arabia 
On Feb 10 2019, the ground stone to the home 
of ancient civilizations to the worlds, was laid.



And to say that until the fifties, people lived 
in grottoes carved out of limestone without 
running water or electricity, sharing spaces 
with animals. Matera was one of Italy’s most 
deprived cities. Now luxury has flourished 
in those caves. What was once a source of 
shame - living in caves - has now become a 
strong point. The force of redemption.

The Sharaan project is set to 
open Al-Ula to the world.


